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more closely populated area, whereas Kitui District con-

taing many miles of arid bush, some fertile vallevs and plains

many rugged hills and, on a hillside, @ very charming wos wled
boma which gives its name, Kitui, to the district,

The Wakamba of Kitui inhabit a vast arvea, living in scat
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THE LIFE-STORY OF A KENYA CHIEF

in plains at an altitude of 3,500 fecl. Much of theiy
pernd R sken up by sharp putcrops of rock and steep hij).
couniry = broke ||\ l,ir;‘-|:|- Mr. G W. Hobley described
sides. 1 g these words:

north of Kitui district 10

in Swahili, means ‘the place of t
\med, for the hill towe
medimval castle.

{ metamorphic

Ngomeni;
and it is aptly name
ain, like a g1
the plain, like
composed of hart

I's SO

gantic

mountain, g o
i : arps of no
srecipitous sides hetoken fault Tps In
}'} + resembles Kasigau Mountain, wihi about 100
shape, 5 : e R
les inland from Mombasa and practic al south of
Ngomeni. The same effects can be seen in st stretch of
Ao 3 b : .
-ountry, from Tana i to the Usambara untains. in
o Vs ; i
Tanganyika Territory
The same writer corroborates Kasina's pe ! story regard
ing the state of intertribal warfare which raged throughout the

country at that time:

“While camped on the Tsavo River, the usual party of
mail runners passed bearing the up-country mail. A few
days later the remnants of this band returned to my camp,
reporting that they had been attacked by a Masai raiding
party at Mtito Andei, several men being killed and others
wounded, They had the bad luck to run into an impi which
was probably on its way from Laitokitok to raid the southern
Kamba or maybe the Giriama. These savages were out
primarily to raid cattle, but no bloodshed came amiss, so
they attacked the well-nigh defenceless porters, although they
had nothing to gain thereby. This incident is a good e
ample of the uncertainty of African trayel in those times. . . .
It is inicresting to contemplate what would probably have
happened in this country if European intervention had not
10
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it dick.  As far as one

would have increased un

s

himself

ultural me He uses a

in the use of manure and rot
15, who was taught farming methods at the Jean
Other sons are headmen and s

e ygether he has twenty sons and ten da

of whom are to take up te

whing the women of t
instructing them how to live better lives and make
In his long life Kasina has met many famous peopl
ing illustrious soldicrs and members of the Royal Family. He
was presented to Princess Margaret on her recent visit to
a, and to the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh in 1953.
w King George VI and the Queen Mother, as Duke and
s of York, and in 1928 he met Edward VI1L, then Prince
of Wales. At the 1954 Kitui Show he spoke with General Sir
John Harding and Colonel the Rt. Hon. Oliver Lyttelton, then
Secretary of State for the Colonies. He was visited in hospital
by General Sir George Erskine, Commander-in-Chief, East
Africa.
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Despite the adversity n'.'mm-rl_l,\_,- the Mirdergy
him; heshows no fracst of sell-pity, and gine, they Mg "
his drive and ;\|TTI|IE'I&I[I"TL he |J.:l'> won the Lo Alioy, ‘”"!""!.I,_
District for ‘\-'liuh.lil‘t, thus turning r!n-l:-;n into vi, hm_'“i"ul e
also shown that he is magnanimous, Ty hough g 3
in prison, Kasini i.-i_ paying for I||n- ‘sdiicnts

Kasina's life provides a revealing con :
of the British occupation of Kenya, with whic
-‘ll'):;s a boy, he lived in an Jl!{!'un.‘&plu-r-.- of contly
fare—Wakamba fighting against Wakamba, Wakiky
course Masai. He relates Il::.w th_;- Wakamba wel,
first foreign troops (an Indian regiment) ]I."'F o
they brought to |l_u- country snmrthl.ug tlllllll!_ NEW—eace i
stead ofwar., Kasina remembers the fiest Distric Coineias.
in Kitui (*Maji Moto' Lane), II{(:w _?ch.,.,h. 3000 were begyy 1.
friendship with Mr. (later Sir (-h:lrlt'ﬁ}l 1_luml.u and ol
officers.  He recalls, too, how he came to join the Army, yii
was to become the dominant I't}lrcu in his Tife, not i 3 e
for destruction, but as a nucicly. in which he learned the g
of discipline, training and tradition, ' K
Peace was the first result of the coming of civilized goers.
ment to East Africa. This was followed not o1 ‘lly !)y .-_Irm.grn_;,:
but by alleviation of the horrors of life in thoe s
. famine and pestilence both of which ad strecd
Wakamba in 1898, Indecd, freedom from
: ngnormce-follewud 4 a result of theadiet

YU gy ||
Utned 13,
e, sings
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atching his own people build dams and his sons

rinderpest, w
harvesting large food craps by madern mechanical means,

It is a series of strange contrasts which Kasina gives us; the
early story of his mother and himself bring taken prisoner by
ruiding tribesmen in a country without roads or government, a
country where even knowledge of the wheel was not known.
Against thix is set the latest picture of himself, being driven in
his own car by his son 10 meet Wa
district of Machak
actually includes the pr
lifetine, sent raiding parties againat the Wakamba,
rery short span of history, yet it is doubeful if
a greater transformation has taken place in the general patern
of life of the people of any country than has happened in East
Alrica since the turn of the century,

mba in the neighbouring

W part, o ntegrated provinee which

ent districts of the Masai who, within

Yoars s as




CHAPTER |

EARLY DAYS IN KITUI
Tt ) write the story of my life in the Army and as'a Chicf is

no easy matter.  Luckily T have a fairly good memary for
rd, T

I was

the many people T have met and the places T have vi
can remember most of the events which took place since
a youth, and even a little of my childhood which was spent in
the days hefore the Europeans came to this country.  Looking
back, il indeed a strange sort of world in these days, very
differe 1 the one in which 1 live now.

Today, for example, I went to show a friend of mine, who
was once a District Officer here, the place where I was captured
with my mother and the fortress above the river where we
lived. I also saw, not far away, a group of my people building
adam. They had chosen the site and were building the dam
voluntarily; the work would take two months. Yesterday I
saw a completed dam built by the Government for my people,
and which, I am told, holds many millions of gallons of water.

Today we live in peace and we are free from the dangers of
starvation and drought. There are roads and dams through-
out the district.  Many people live in brick houses and own
lorries and cars. It is certainly a very different world from the
one I can remember. . . .

I wnmmmb&:heﬁ:ﬂuxhﬁn,'wméhma:;ema
head. Now I collect 33 shillings per person and | no
difficulty at all in collecting it, for we have learnt how to market.

t from
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nisye af 1 JI:_.E{__ .

At the time 1 was bory o
w gl =
Ngom = our Ghic

wa e Migwani, which is the T
y Npambi ““::hit‘r today. The ]I‘jil"l' \\'hgl-_n- I was lm'r’l'l
giom of W hl J""“i. 0 called becausc It was i fort againg the
was clled It was huilt of trees r;n_l]r‘d ,\l‘l_ﬂ:_‘-’.“._}\n(li it way
: here the leaders of the W "}k"‘_mbf‘i \ "l\fl“i'm_l liveq,
the place W b famine T have f lll.l m"l"" that our vllyg:
Tt was o by Kikuyt from Fort Hall anc ‘mm:- .“ akambg gf
was ke B Cihe leadership of Mwatu Ngoma. Ty,
Mac un ome guns from Mombasa. There was 3 big
!md rand I were captured and taken a\‘.:.}'.'
@,!.ill which freed US, and Mwatu Ngoma was taken prisoner
- fled. My rescuers were surprised to Im.d Mwaty
but his PWP]: not a Kikuyu, and for that reason his life wag
mﬁmﬁu sent A message 10 the Machakos people 1o
pay blood money for Eh-.-' person who was
the battle, by name Mw.-ulu_ Nduli, and 1o pay
own release. A sum for final settlement was
was released.
series of raids and counter raids,
There was continual strife among the
and occasional raids by the Masai and
y tribes used spears, while we used
them back from our rocky forts.
ded for cattle, but the Kikuyu took

mi!i:, but I remember we ate
) , and a kind of

EARLY DAYS IN KITUI

“Maji Moto’.  He was not the only European in the distnct,
for there were German missionaries at Mulango near Kitui and
also at Lkutha and Mivukone, I remember | thought they
laoked very strange with their red skins, and we used to call
anou, since their eolour was like that of a goat when

them ny
you have taken off its skin.

Mr. Lane had Indian soldiers with him, as well as an Indian
cook called Mahomed, His sergeant stayed on, took a plot of
land and married a Meru wife; his children are still in Migwani
today. These Indian soldiers were quite different from all
other warriors we had known. They did not come to make
war o1 us, but instead they brought us peace, which was some-
thing quite new in our lives.

In due course an cccasion arose when the Districe Com-
missioner had to take disciplinary action against some chiefs,
and the action he took was rather unusual,

What happencd was this, After the great famine some
Wakamba went into Kikuyu country to try to get back some
women and cattle they had sent there. They made several
raids, of which a few were successful, others were not. When
the District Commissioner, Mr. Tate, known as Bwana Kon-
goni, heard of these raids he tried to stop them. He called a
baraza (conference), but considerable difference of opimion re-
mained and when an Indian soldier was sent to arrest a Chicf,
Mbathu wa Nzila, he was killed. As a punishment the
Wakamba were ordered to make the road from Kiwi w0
Migwani, and two companies of Masai were sent o deal with
those who resisted.  The Masai defeated the Wakamba, who
capitulated and killed their own Chief, Mulatia,

I well remember Mr. Tate arriving negotiations, rid-
ingonamule. Hemust be the last pmumissic 10
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CHAPTER 2

SERVICE IN THE K.AR.

witud in 1014 was Mr. Schole-

hunter. Healso

yered as a great

for TecTuit

gz both askari and
Nar. It so ha .

Thika som
ma that the youths
t Comm ner was asked if he
have influence with them, and be-
on, as local leader of the ngoma,
» to Thika to see what 1 could do.

Kamba /, and we got on well
I watched the drill and the life at the depot and became very
interested. It did not take long for Major Montgomery to
cmrmjoinup,zndinthhwtylbmmczddiﬂ\a
career which lasted for the next ten years of my life. Major
Montgomery, incidentally, survived the war and settled in
Ehmhain:hc\'amﬂaﬁn,whaeh:bunmaw
and married a Bajun girl. He lived there until his death, being.
xh'z_vsaguodﬁicndmm:lndwdnm
iﬁmﬂﬁ&hﬁ:mmahi‘-lﬂiﬂ
to it quite well, and 1 was certainly very keen. We wore
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e had plenty ¥
w’ g‘uls. .
' There were Y0 ;:Trp:vu;:‘lwrnl}"ﬁ"" porters attached o,
four PIIOA "L re not taken about in jeeps and Bren-gyy
platoon: We Javs! A’ Company consis d. of _\\ akamba ang
‘*,,mw ys was exclusive Nubians from g,
Havash; B meismmpw"l of Nandi; ‘D’ Company of
Sudani € COCHE) pany of Luo.
'M' inst the Germans took me [ar from home, and
The war against and interesting, although at times quite
&.m;wwmc good friends among fellow Askari
e l m!dﬁﬂﬂ’!. Indeed, 1 have "I“"‘W:i been an
I afficers of the Administration and the Army,
: -Peg-haps, in those 1 have met, for |
it they have taught me.
of my friends was Mr. Charles
Officer, a District Commis-
him later as a Governor, 1 first
arry some of his loads when, asa
some survey work.  Later,
ommissioner, he remembered
in charge of safari parties.
en I was a Lance-Corporal and
d I wastaken on as his orderly.
fficer and finally be-
a tall man who loved
ills around him; rather
. Kelly, whom I worked
+h a disciplinarian,

{ drill, and we learned how to hang),

each of which was made up of

SERVICE IN THE K.AR.

1 ravelled far afield in that campaign, starting in Kisii, then
to Bukoba on Lake Victoria. From there 1 ret urned to
Nairobi, and then went to Magadi soda lake, Longido, and on
1o Voi where, as T have said, T met Mr. Dundas,
moved to Maktau, Serengeti, Mombo, Lushoto, where T met
the Wakamba of Tanganyika, and on to Korogwe, Tanga,
Bagamoyo, Dar-es-Salaam, Morogoro, Dodoma and 'I':lbﬁru,

From Voi we

crossed the Ruvuma River into Mozambique, These journeys
were all on oot and took roughly three years. At the end of
the war, in 1017, when I was in Tabora, T was promated 10
Sergeant.

At that time 1 was in the grd King's African Rifles, but [ was
soon translerred to the 6th KAR., who were sent up to Juba-
land. This battalion was almost exclusively composed of
captured German askari,  We went up to Kismayu by sea from
Dar-es-Salaam, an alarming experience for most of the askari.
Many were sick, including myself, although it was not the first
time I had been in a ship, for in 1915 I had travelled from
Kisumu to Bukoba,

We were all very glad to see Kismayu, but we were soon dis-
appointed at the flatness and the dryness of the country, which
we grew to dislike very much. It was very hot, and while our
baggage was carried mostly by camels and mules, water was
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3 dre at Wajir saying my father ),
h"‘mﬂlmv;{d;ﬂ:’! the Army and returned 1o ull':.
died wuddenhy, ! m"i"]“w District Commissioner wanted to naky
home i Migwani father, but the people said 1 was too young
ot w‘m.."kdw IWFSﬁi 1 became a headman in 1925, and it wiys
“’mﬂ y.mh. 1ge7, 1 became Chicf, having by they
s y ho s with me still.
-ﬂl‘u my wife Mary, W

. o and best of all was their comradeship,
dﬂmi%m deal of luek.  The worst fight we \\'r':'r
1 suppose. - we lost 22 officers and 200 askuyi,
h.w.n-m.m:u_mh.mugr to see us at Tavera, while we
WM. bl dind. 1 well remember seeing him, o

m / Wm the Bwana Miubwa of the whole

East African campaign of the Fir
y Dundas as o Major, I saw him
the Seeand World War,  On my
gafari 1 arrived by air from
7thy 1943, and the Governor
we spent a long time together
- different from the one we were
' time since we were soldiers

‘were certainly hard, but they were full of

African

CHAPTER 3
WORK AS A CHIEF IN PEACE AND IN WAR

T was Bwana Kiberenge (Mr. Crewe-Read) whe appointed

me a headman in 1925, and two years later, the D.C., Mr,
Davenport, made me a Chiel.  This was after T married; my
appointment was also duly approved by the Elders of the
location, In 1930 1 was given my Chiel™s stail by the D.C.,
Commander Mackay, and this T'value very much and still have
with me today,

In particular I remember also Mr. Fazan, one of the first
District Officers to interest himself in building dams, which
were greatly needed in the district,  In 1927 we made a dam
together in my location, which is still being used today and
has been most valuable,

In those days the work of the administration consisted mainly
of collecting taxes and keeping the peace.  There was very little
money and there was a shortage of officers.  If they were not
actually years of famine, the thirties were certainly not years of
plenty, and by 1936 the Wakamba had had a succession of bad
years, bringing hunger with them. Water shortage was a
severe problem, and the Government could do little to alleviate
the hardship which this brought because, in those days, there
were no funds available such as those now at the disposal of the
present Development and Reconstruction Authority and the

i Land  Development O f §
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in the district.

which in consequence had ¢,

A great lands,
aver the Mcanlr In those days the Yatta plains
mﬂd art too Many

s with waterin y
i us grazing grounds wi : g-points g
were enormous stretches of dry bugh,

M ke u‘l?‘ by lions. Even in those days the roads were
.‘. mldn] of safari was done on foot and Districy
H,

many miles.
D.C. was Mr. Pedraza who devoted himself 1o

the Zombe road, and in that year presented
i Wlﬁdﬂ for Chiefs. The actual medal was

with cverything else |
‘g}m Second World War. Not
my war ribbons and £50 in cash
, the King’s Medal which |
¥V one with a silver chain.
e out in 1630, I began 1o
on so that they could be
' T called upon three ex-
we trained many
the recruiting officers
recruits ready for enlist-
 battalion, and of course

E

sied in giving exemptions from tax in e

Mu’ﬂf‘?“‘m‘ . was brought about by the lack of

WORK AS A CHIEF IN PEACE AND WAR

shambas |p|m11lmu<| in order to supply the men in the feld,
With these ideas in mind, 1 formed a committee in Migwani
and appointed eleven Elders chosen for their knowledge .m';
expe rience. [ kept the D.C. informed and asked him 1o
register this committee, and he approved it on September 1gth,
1939.

The Il_l‘,‘., was Major B. W. Bond who, during the Munich
scare in 1038, had told me that it would be up to me to hold
the hills .uulllld Mwingi with my bowmen and to repel the
Ialians advancing from the north. What a chance we would
have had! Luckily the Italians did not invade in that year,
and during the war proper, in 1940, the K.AR, fnughllwry
successfully on the Northern Frontier, giving the Ttalians the
impression we had very many more men than we actually had.

With the help of my committee, the Migwani Location,
without any objection, offered cattle for meat for the askari,
although in other locations there was a considerable amount of
grumbling in the early stages. In Migwani increased agricul-
tural production was encouraged and the location cultivated
locational shambas. Much food was obtained from these, which
was given to people who were short of it; in particular, it was
distributed among the families whose menfolk were in the Forces.
So well did we manage with agricultural production that in

1941, when there was famine in the south of the district, the
Migwani

Committee Council was able to help the famine-
mmmmwm The D.C.




CHAFTER 4
MIDDLE EAST SAFARI

. .__.brvs‘rlng-m“".,_r‘m

:’“Mbmdm“mpmmﬁx:uﬁ

"‘“"“’““‘.mhrgumkunnm.
experienced in the First World War,

r with Chicf Amoth, we travelled on 2 wanship »

e we artived early in February at the entrance

Sorz and visited the general hospital. ' We went to Ismadhia and
Kantara, and had talks with soldiers until midnight; and on
February 11th we visited the Pioneer Corps Base Depot and met
mm-&:#.mw On Febnuary
.uﬁ,lmmarmdumuﬂw-:h. Thenext
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ander gave me a Nazi stee] |
tine. I‘: m:f'“'{’\,‘: alo visited Sidi Barani und :::[1
which 1 ,::n-nd' via El Alamein to Alexandria, whe
and then © htin the Hotel Cecil and, T remember, we
;F.nlthﬁ::,w called *How Green was My Valley',
am“m' up to the leave camp at I.*::Irll.\ili.'f an, Passing
the Sinai Desert, took a meal w:l{: 1826 Company ey,
. Gasa in Palestine, Then we spent the night at Haifa, ang we
went on to see a factory where clothes were being made.
It was at Haifa T played darts for the first time in my life,
We did some sightseeing, and went to Nazarcih, Jacoly's Well,
Jerusalem, Bethlehem and Gethsemane.  We slept at Tl
House, run by Toe H, and had tea in the oflice of the High
Commissioner of Jerusalem. We also visited 1855 and .1;',_.1
ompan the field-punishment centre, (.
visited Via Dolorosa, and ended up

ey,
‘“"”‘u
¢ e
N 1 g

finally left the Middle East, and

to Khartoum, From there we
theKabaka of Buganda, We
the r1th the Kabaka gave
ending our journcy
our arrival on March

in a huge air-
‘when, during our
by air to Malta.

MIDDLE EAST SAFARI

To me it seemed a very \r-nndrrl‘u! thing to be transported
around as we were, in the middle of & big campaign; for nothe
ing like this could have happened in whit T might 1erm ‘my
war'3 that is 1o say, the war of 191418, In that war, and up
to the time T left the Army, T travelled alwiys on fiwot; there
was no mechanized transport at all, and Africa, of course, was
no smaller then than it s today,  This advance in methods of
transport seems Lo me to provide the most outstanding differ-
ence between the First and the Second World Wars,

Other differences were the tremendous changes, not only in
equipment but also in clothing, feeding and wages. In 1g14
as a Lance-Corporal I received 20 rupees a month but in 1945
a private wis petting something like 120 shillings pay a month,
In addition, he was fed claborately, and was provided with
clothes, bed, blank shoe polish, cigarettes and other things;
not to mention clectric light and mechanical wansport.  When
I saw for the first time what an Avmy private has today I asked,
“What are you, a soldier?”

In the 1914 campaign in East Africa cach man had to carry
two bottles of water. We had to walk everywhere and our
loads were 60 1b. cach. Each askari had o carry 150 m!u‘uis.
a panga, a bayonet, a rifle, iron rations and some medicine.
Disobedience of certain orders resulted in twenty-five strokes of

the kiboks, and of course there were always plenty of fatigues.

‘saw in the Middle East, there ap-
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CHAPTER 5
AFTER THE WAR

FIER the war we, in Kitui district, were faced with g,

as the rest of Kenya—resettlement ni'n-lur:

ing sldiers. This involved a great deal of work for me a4 "

CGhicl, and was no casy task, for there was a great deal of differ.

ence in the returning soldier after the East African campaign of
1aig and the nmﬁ:g soldier of 1945.

mu“d’mm“’hﬂﬁ War the Wakamba askar had

ﬂhﬂmdwm Ther had had a wretched ;",(E :.I

Foump ‘were only too happy to get back home,

in their old ways and

SRS

were only
But the ex-askari in
To begin with he had
many strange countries and
many curious ideas

5, Cape Coloureds,
impression was often a
soldiers seemed to

AFTER THE WAR

in my location. Nearly all the local teachers became members
of AL, but not many ex-ashari.

[ thought it best to concentrate on supporting the Govern-
ment policy of getting askari to build better homes and improve
their agricultural methods,  Fortunately, after the war there
was a considerable amount of money for development, and 10-
gether with the D.C, we set about a campaign for dam build-
ing. You will remember that one of the first dams in the
district was, in et built in my location by mysell and Mr,
Fazan in 1027,

Our D.C., Mr. Kelly, contributed really valuable help o the
district in this work of dam building; he not only showed us how
1o do the work but explained why we should do it, and started
a system of building so many dams per year throughout the
district. He was so successful that teams have been trained
which are now able to carry out the construction of dams on
their own, and, in fact, they are now doing this in my location.

A large number of ex-askari were anxious to engage in trade,
‘and we have organized trading centres with shops all neatly
built, often of burnt brick; we also have regulated markets.
Trade has expanded enormously with the marketing of cattle;
there are good profits from the sale of hides and skins, which we
have learnt to treat correctly by shade-drying in bandas (sheds).
“old crop of cotton, which in 1938 we used to rely on so
h, has been given up altogether, and we go in for maize,
millet and pmomilmed,a'swdlmpntama,pmmd
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- o e Sommlia asthonines 4t Mogadichy
r- a of dave, which, they sid
#‘

imteyrst for up o
hm-mm&.\w.dm we
das.  They roquesied me 10 appro
ghey shouid Bave 3 pegular fourteen days
The secvad point they made was oo
karies were being paid w them in full an
= Soemalia and sommctimes, of course, w

'F-md“‘-iphsrdwh.m
askari.  Before returning in the
a report o the Commis-
%

CHAPTER &

JOURNEY TO ENGLAND

ed 1 Government House in Nawrobs
h and the Duke of Edinburgh. 1 had
Roval Family before, as | had beem in 2
24 when the Duke and Duchess of York
also saw Edward VI, as he was 10
sited here in 1g28.
particularly pleased when I was asked 1w
£90 to sec the Coronation of Princess Elizabeth as Queen. We
Jeft Nairobi by air on May 27th, 1958 and travelled via
Entebbe, Kharioum, Malta and Nice, and arrived on the 20th
;.wyhmlmmumuhpmbsms’mﬂb-&
M. Kelly, and his wife. We then went by car to a country
vicarage some ninety milcs away, where 1 was welcomed by
the Rev. P. A. Unwin and his wifc. L[r.l?nrin.‘h‘ffﬂ
i Chaplain
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caw some huge graves, like those of the Wagalla, 1y o
minded me of what I had seen in Egypt. all e

We had tea at Devizes, and I noticed that all the villag,

r 1 full of very attractive houses, about 2qq g\" 3
old or more. The builders of former days buill their hous ik
owo storeys, in very neat brick-work. Some of the hnust:s &
L even from 400 to 800 years old, and the old churches in o
e are very beautiful. i

tica May gist we set out for London, together with M
_II __'il thwo daughters, We arrived at Hyde P-:;;
| T mmw i to a huge park and htrl"\\'r
had a picnic under the trees, We I.Ewn.

Palace, and on to Westminster Ab-
Parliament and Trafalgar Square, with its
¢ €O .m_th the statue of Lord Nelson
ngloo Bridge and went 1o
with Mr Kelly on the Under-
like. I was amazed at the
saw under the ground, and
und tunnels were during
cople during air raids.  We
m of the Medical
slish students destined

. with the Church

JOURNEY TO ENGLAND

In the afternoon I was taken by Mr, and Mrs. Kelly to a
well-known shop in Regent Street, where T bought a
“aluable silver cup as @ prize for sports in Kitui district.  After-
wards 1 returned to East Africa House to eat with friends from
Ken’ who included Chief David of Machakos, Chief Ignatio
of Fort Hall and a & hoolmaster, Gerald Owino of Kisumu, At
the askari’s camp. where 1 slept that night, I met Major Golds-
worthy who wis in the Gth K.A.R. and First Pioneer Corps in
both wars, together with seven N.C.0.s from Kitui and nine
from Machakos.

On the morning of June 2nd I set out at eleven o'clock, and
walked with Mr, and Mrs. Kelly to Hyde Park, where there was
a tremendous collection of people, many of whom had slept out
in the open and had been soaked by the rain.  Police were con-
trolling the huge crowds. It was cold and it rained hard; we
ate where we sat and we got coffee and tea from near by.
Tverywhere there were hundreds of people, who seemed to take
no notice at all of the rain.
~ My neighbour in the stand was a European of the Police
Reserve in Tanganyika whom 1 had met in Tobruk in 1943, and
@@lahodmrﬁhingwmeinswnhﬂi Qur chairs looked
'sedtiunofl-lyde?ark,audthepmdcmtopnuonthc
v on the wireless, and by the
1 of the service in West-
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the companies of women, march
T

jackess came
sarthv; am“d by the Grenadicr Guards, whose s,
nes was a sight I shall not forget. After all these l;::”-
carriages carrying the Prime Ministers of different '.,,m“m'l'_"
including Sir Winston Churchill, Nehru and Malan, 'II\'
of Tonga was in ont of the carriages; she attracieq I
,wclulalumm’m from everybody. i
Mmmrﬁdd-.\hrshah, Admirals and Air My,
shals, all o horscs, and I picked out Ficld-Marshal ‘.\‘|,:'_
mwﬂzﬂ his decorations. At the end of this prm;,.___.l'[_
came the Hore M and in the Golden Coach, w].i,.]: I-[_I
about 200 years old, was the Queen with the Duk ul’l“.dini)urg]‘_.
‘tht,ﬂﬁﬂl very moment, as they }léu.\u-:jl
"Fm The parade went on to Bucking.
”ﬁ 1o return to our hotel, but we were
d of people and only succecded

fime.
mﬂ;u, Mrs. Rutherford, Dr.
NO Hotel, near Padding-
niﬂl wine.  After dinner
- and saw the fireworks,
d . and then slowly

with all its streets

Cathedral of St

the gallery and
i

JOURNEY TO ENGLAND

a we stood outside Buckingham Palace

ned the thousands and thousands of peo-
ek WEre erowding the floodlit palace to greet the Queen,

who came gmiling out on 1o the balcony. 1 thought the road
Jeading 10 the Palace, ¢ alled the Mall, was the finest of all T saw.

On June 4th 1 bou
about npineLy miles av
saw how houses |

ar.

r]min-muil. After .1--
in the evening and joi

some clothes and we returned home,
., Next day we went o Exeter, and
been successfully reconstructed after the
pamb damage of the war.  We ate ata very smart hotel indeed
called the Royal Clarence, and saw the beautiful Exeter
Cathedral which is about Hoo years old. At the farm of Mre.
Rutherford’s cister we saw Guernsey cattle each of which
gives four and a half gallons of milk, or twenty-seven bottles, a
day. There was & young bull which had been bought for
on straw, and we saw them milked

L150. All the cattle sleep
by machinery. There was one young girl there learning farm

work—ane of those girls who are called land-girls.

We also saw lots of pigs. A good sow ‘in pig’, T was told,
costs £70 and produces litter from ten to twenty-two, which
can be sold after seven or eight months at prices of £20 10 L5
each. The arca of the whole farm was sixty acres.

We went to fetch Mr. Kelly's children next day, a glorious
f sunshine with the looki derful. We

Ve
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¢ to Oxford, & city with a University,
ﬁc;bﬂlﬂ |";nm1tye. Oxford and Cambridge cach |""11_‘4il|u.u
o E“uldw are the oldest and most famous ones, Ay h-ml‘
college has its own church and dining hajl iillrI
ey jents and dons and beautiful gardens, [y (873
there are twenty-two men’s colleges and six for Womey,
o Somerville, St. John's, Jesus, Lincaln, ('Jriv]'
; it Church and others.  Christ Chureh jg \'g"'\:
w . uldm both Mr,. Kcl!y and Mr. I'inn.-_!- “-‘..J.;..
H“a““ gl we spent some time in it. I thought Oxfurg
with gardens and lawns a very lovely place indeed
visited Harwell, which is where work is dane
the Atom Bomb. .
‘many erful and interesting things, but with
. England was at an end.

we well NS ey
Qus day aniversities in England, I understang of

CHAPTER 7
DEFEAT INTO VICTORY

y in Kenys was declared in October 1952,

HE Emergenc )
askari were sent from Kiam-

and in November two Kamba

bu by the Mau Mau to kill me.
Belore this, however, 1 had received two letters threatening

my life; inside one of these letters there was a 10-shilling note
and the words ‘Use this money for the last time'.

The two askaris who had been told to kill me came to my
house one evening; I was not at home, and they asked where |
was. The peaple at home, being naturally suspicious, did not
1ell the askari where I had gone, but one of my relatives ran to
me at Migwani and told me about them, It was dark, about
cight o’clock at night, but without losing any time I went to

i and informed the District Commissioner, Mr. Birkett,

d the District Officer, Mr. Browning. We all returned to-

with some armed askari, and when we reached my home,

that my visitors had gone to Mwingi, so we followed

“and found them sleeping in an hotel. When we

- - found they were
i



nber

of letter

Commander Ma

far back

been with me
A District Officer now

who had been in Kitui District in 14

r of the many letters of sympathy |

Anath
tain J. H. Clive who, since he himsell ha

able o ‘__.‘,"J-,;,‘hi-.r-l Af You can appreciat
visitors 10 the hospital, including General
mander-in-Chief, East Africa, who asked me
s & mark of appreciation from him. I said I would like 1o
a Union Jack to fly over my house, and he said: ©

will sec that you get it as soon as you have rec

Whilst 1 was in bed, I sent messages o
Migwani, and they turned out a parade of 200 ex-as
many of them N.C.Ox, in the General's honour when he
vitited Migwani location,

:rl::‘Wlhm:uﬂf Kitui had been really gencrous in sub
s 14000 shillings to enable me to go 0 England for the
Comnation.  Luckily I had not used it all, and it was sug-
gested by the Chiefs and the D.C. that artificial hands b
hl_'dlthmﬁmu the United States with the unspent balance

ny comrade

Thia was done, and now I have these hands which were sent
from America,
m*ﬁﬂ“w Mau Mau continued and spread
oy work m 0 @5 soon ax 1 left hospital T continued
Against it both inside and outside the district.
- 40

The flag held by the District Commissionar, Kitul.

41
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i med that .
::il'fh::::u:s ::‘Ifmlue who were using the Mau Mau "']Jr-]lli,r:l\l
s a pretesty seemed 10 have scored over me, | was deter
r‘uinrd they should not gct away |
left hospital 1 went to Ngong, \.\'h[:-h h_“|I =24
the headquarters of the new .‘a:rm hern Province uniting gy
distriets of the Masai and rlfue Wakamba. At the big barag,
held there I met General Hmdc,.wlm had come from Englang
to help to conduct the fight against Mau Mau. In the s

the forces of Mau Mau, or g

y with it.  Very soon after |

tly been mad,

year we formed the Akamba Association of Kitui, Machakes
Nairobi and Mombasa, and I was chosen as President of t!m.i:
Asociation. During the next two years man, meetings were
held wherever Wakamba lived in order to form a unity of

Wakamba against Mau Mau subversion.
General Erskine, true to his promise, did not forget about my
Union Jack. It was a hig oceasion for me when he sent Cap-
tain Grey, together with twenty-five K.AR. askari, ©o |11.1k.-[.l
w o meat Kitui, More than 4,00 ple attended
the impressive ceremony, which was held in the Boma. There
was & Pq&g band, a parade of Tribal Police a unit of the
: Mﬁm I was formally presented with a Union Jack
today flies outside my house. i
\ﬂlihugcihuw held at Kitui, where 1 met
! M&lﬂnﬂlﬁn Rt. Hon. Oliver Lyttelton,
John H_mi.ing. I made a speech on
‘Masai Chiefl also spoke.
the Kikuyu Reserves o sce
in the bllowing year 1 was
IAmciaLion, to join & party
deter the Wakamba of Tan-
Thl_ﬂ't were six of us, four
Chief Matuku and mysell
ed ar the District Office,

DEFEAT INTO VICTORY
Mangi Mkuu of the Chagga

met the Senior Chicf,
We spent several days n
£ Jod, and went on
e “ﬂghw-l‘“h: :'(-llﬂl Wakamba ¢
v g 1RIKIDE W
1;““ a F!u(r(l deal of mutual und
+romba by this visi
:::k::: bad outhreak r_\I' Mau Mau in
of that rerritory. 1 think, there
wits successful, and we certainly «
Migw:mi Location has not cea
dent in 1953 We have “'E““I‘:I COmpE
}\[ig\\'nrl'l Location, in .liu- i\
first prize of 3,000 shillings in comj
Kitui District. In 10¢
prize of 2,000 shillings.
In Migwani tl is now a sma
Mwingi where a European District Offic

aoshi; we
(ou neils

isit into Tan

sina L

. it won the second

. and agam 1

boma in the sub-location of
‘er and Agricultural

=g __j“"‘: AT
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This reminds me that
y build the Di

1 of transport, 1 was
these actual sheets of corr
sted-iron to Mivukoni to I\ln d a
2. In 1g27 these same
koni to build a sc hool. Now rh- v ha
District Officer’s house at Mwingi in Migwa
It is now over three and a half

but I think I can say there has been
that we continue to go forward. 11
towands the misguided people who inj
mutilated me is in jail. He has twe
schoal in Kitui, and for the last two year
school fees. T also provide for his wife if «|
Last year I was happy to be among those wh

to Princess Margaret, and I gave her a nted
on behall of the Wakamba, at a big baraz: »
year 1 was lucky enough to be one of the K. ny
were honoured by a Mention in Dispatches o
ing the Emergency. [ am glad to think that the dark da
the Mau Mau rebellion are now behind us and that w
_m to live without fear, There are still of course
w’m"h wish to cause trouble; that is incvitable
be able to continue to lead the people of Migwani and
: of Kitui District in the paths of peaceful pros-
better living, with education for them all. 1 know

@ good Police and Army record, and 1 hope this
‘:::‘“ many fnunds among the officers of

i and T trust we shall keep

Mus

their work
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Perhaps that piece of the lion I killed wher
man bas brought me luck, afier all! Wi
an ArTow in my youth, the lion cou
as it died, 3 thing which all lions are
with me scized this, and said it would br
prosperiy if 1 keptitasa talisman.

1 now have 2 good farm of over 5

oms to help

me with it. One of my sons has g e
Police 10 come and drive me about in my Land It s
lave

L, eleven grandchildren and a;

daughters at home and at schoo
honourable position in the Government.

' e, therefore, p haps that lion ha
good Tuck. 1 certainly survived one war
myahri ol this country, and I have su

of my mis-
brought me

d a preag

hands.
1 [miqlﬂwulimzn all these years and [ have, I think
a5 seas prophesied, had the luck of the lion. =
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