
IRC International Water and Sanitation Centre

IRC is an interdisciplinary resource centre for knowledge development and exchange on community water 
supply, sanitation, and hygiene. It was established in 1968 and is an independent, non-profit organization 
supported by and linked with the Netherlands Government, the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP), the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), the World Health Organization (WHO), the 
World Bank and the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council. IRC is located in Delft, The 
Netherlands. IRC works with partners and strengthens sector resource centres in the South to facilitate the 
sharing and use of this knowledge and information. 

IRC facilitates the creation, sharing and use of knowledge so that sector staff and organizations can better 
support poor men, women and children in developing countries to obtain water and sanitation services they 
will use and can sustain. Using its web site, documentation, publications, training and experience-based 
learning activities, advisory and evaluation services, applied research and learning projects, IRC advocates 
change and aims to improve the information and knowledge base of the sector. Topics include: community 
management, gender and equity, institutional development, integrated water resources management, school 
sanitation, and hygiene promotion. 
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