‘ Fabruary 1895

To0 the Administrator, Mombasa.

MACHAKOS

KITWYI

I have now the pleasure to furnish you with a raport unlh;:wuxﬂm

journey to Kitwyi. -‘1“-- i “-43 58
On the 21st ult: I left the Station in eompany with Mr Gilk-iﬂﬁﬂ-_
I took the nesessgary porters and twelve askari from here, and supple-
mented these by the addition of fifty Native Volunteers. On my arriv=
al at Mala, Mwatu desired me to take a number of his warriora. I pre-
ferred not to, however, but agreed to take 20 of his men. He then
asked permission to accompany me and to thia I also agreed 28 I had
an idea that if I made friends with Kitwyl I might be able to ineclude |
Mwatu in the same arrangement (for vears Mala and Kitwyi' have been
enemies and a conatant series of raids and counter-raids have bean
carried on). After leaving Mala, where we were liberally supplied
with flour posho by the Wazee (Mwaty himself having provided two bull-
| ccka for the men) we proceeded to the Athi, the route lying in a N.E.
direction from Mala. The Athi at this erossing is a atream some 40
yards broad and just now is about five ft. desp, consequently it must

be impassable during the rains. Above the N.E. bank of the River

there is an abrupt rise of about 400 ft. terminating in a plateau or

a large extent of plains. Thia plateau appears to continue throughout

the whole course of ths river on its left hand side. The same plat=

tau-like formation is visible from the caravan road at Tzavo and

Kinani., Leaving the Athi River Camp we procesded scross the Yata

Plains (Avhi plateau) in N.E. and ELY directions and eventually de-
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y ill-defined track in fact in some places we had ne track at
& very =Q¢ n ACK

. e woll worn path
all, tut when about 4 milea from Chyanu we struck a wel ] 1

shich turned out to be the main safari track between Meranga (Kikuyu)
and Kitwyi, proceeding thence to the coast via Ikutha and the Sabaki.
This path led us through an uninhabited country in 2 8. ElY dln‘itgga
to the Tiva River. The country may be described as rolling and with
isolated hills here and there. There are many water courses Eht.all
except the Mikanuni River were dry. As the Mavani hille are cleared

a distant view of the Kitwyl Hilles is obtained to the E & N E, with
the lower lying parts of the diatrict in the medium distance, while
the Ulu District is seen to the west. After a long march we reached
the Tiva River, a distance of about 184 miles from the Chyanu River
camp. The country nearly up to the Mavani Hills is what may be termed
park=-land but from Mavani to the Tiva it is fairly thickly timbered,
but except at the Tiva River there is no good timber. There is an
abundance of game on thie route. From thes Tiva River for about 1% ol
miles on the route lies S.E., and then for another 4% miles the course
is nearly NE & E. This road passes through a thickly wooded eoun-
try. Very little good timber is seen. About 64 miles from the Tiva
wWe came across the first shambas since leaving Mala, and now we were
in Kitwyi., Another 7 miles brought us to the village of the Chief,
Simba Mwylu:, in the Distriet of Kitwyi called Nengia. The country

is fairly rough and is intersected by several streams. Thers is ap=
parently a large area under cultivation. Maweli and Mohindi seem to

be the principal grains that are cultivated. Cattle and Goats are
L abundant,

I should conaider the country as being somewhat thickly
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o Populated. The dress and manners of the people are much the same as
the Wakamba of Ulu (Machakos District) and the language is nearly the
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Kitwyi is a large tra€t of country. The district of Nengia is
the part nearsst to the Ulu side of the country. Kitwyl extehds
N & E from Nengia. There are larger tracta of country 8 E & 8 extend-
ing to bayond the parallsl of Kibwezl inhabited by Wakamba.
Mumoni lies about NNE from Nengia and is about 4 days distant.
Kitwyli is some 1,“::”0 ft lower altitude than Machakos. 5’0 : 60
The day we arrived at Kitwyli I met the Chief, Simh;.h;flu. He
is a small, spare man who speaks & little Kiswahili. He said that he
knew of the ‘Mzung;' at Machakos very well, and explained that he
wanted to be friends, &c. T explained to him that that was also my
wish, and with that object I' should like to messt all the local Wazes.
He promised that these should all coms in. After the preliminaries I
told him that I should 1like to know about the "shauri® of the Wa-
Giriama and their ivory. He explained that he was perfectly willing
to confront the Wagiriama and have the mattar thoroughly gone into,so
I called the Wagiriama who had accompanied the safari. Sara, the Wa-

giriama headman states as follows:=

"We were a safari of Vagiriama returning from Mumani with
"ivory and when we were near Simba's village we wers at-
"tacked. Seven Wagiriama wers killed, the remainder threw
"away their ivory and clearad. Many safaris of Wagiriama
"have passad through the distriet but that this is the only

*instance, aa far as I know of any such thing having hap=-
*pened,"

Simba Mwylu's statement runs as followa:=

"Some time ago 2 of my sons were killed and their gogts and
"ivory taken by Wagiriama in the Giriama country, and I
"accuse Sara of being the murderer of my sona. In revenges
"this Giriama caravan was attacked. When Sara and his
"paople passed up to Mumoni I had not heard of the death of
"my people, it was only after the Wagiriama had left that I
*got the information, and then I and my people decided to
"awalt the return of the Wagiriama from Mumoni®,

Sara admitted that some Wakamba had been killed in hia eountry,

but denied having had anything to do with the orime, and that he had
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taken by the Wakamba from the Wagiriama be handed over to the Co'y
for restitution te the latter. Simba at once declared his readiness
to abide by this finding, and handed over to me 5 pisges of iygr;
which the Wagiriama recognized as theirs. : __f:s;l ‘l
On the 25th ult: I met all the local Wazee who brought as pre=
wii sents four bullocks and some sheap. The reault of my “"Shauri® with
them was very satlsfactory. All serious matters they promised to
refer to Machakos, and they one and all expressed a wish that we
should build a Station amonsst them. I promised to build a post and
to consider the matter of a station. After this I brought forward
Mwatu of Mala, and explained that he, Mwatu, had purposely come along
to make friends, and so 8top the aystem of continual raids., Simba,
then ceme forward and said that he should be very plad to make friends
with Mwatu. So a Goat was brought and ths caremony of Bloodbrother-
hood was gone through by the two Chiefa. Thus I hope raids betwenn
Mala and Kitwyi have become things of the past.
On enguiry I lesarned that it was a very common occurrence for
Swahili caravans to pass through Kitwyi with lots of women and eshilad-
ren. The natives say that thease women comée from

Meru (Kenia district)

@nd Meranga. It appears that these Swahilis 8811 these women in

Kitwyi for eattle, and with the caiile they return to Mumoni to buy

ivery. The Wazes informed me that they had a shauri with a place

dmlE called Givouni. They accused the Givouni people of having "1ifteq®

25 head of their cattle. They asked me if I would try and settle the

matter. This I promissd to do and for that purpose four Wazee from

Nengia accompanied me on to Givouni.

Upon coming inte Kitwyi on the 25th idem I induced a Native to

Bet as our Guide to the mmru" Simba. On the way he gave us all

@ 0ld us that thers was a Safavi of
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that it was & slaving matter) I arrested the two men, rs-.-i‘.:"-cr“t“-.:"i.l- sz

ffeets and took them along With me to Machakos. From what I heard I
feel Bure that there wers mAny more.women about, and no doubt the
other Swahilis had been slaving, but I could prove nothing against
them, and I could get no more definite information from the Natives.
So, considering the cireumstanees, I compelled all the Swahilis to
leave the country and tock them on with me to Machakos. From here
they have procseded to Mombasa by the main Safari route,

There i3 no doubt in my mind but that Kitwyi has for many years

oeen a regular "rendez-vous® for Swahili &e. Slave traders. Some

Swahilis appear to be gemi-resident in the ¢ouniry, consequently to

anyone just visiting the country there are many difficulties in the

way of obtaining all the information required. And the only possible

way of doing any good against this slave traffiec is to occupy tha

country, by which I mean the building of a station with an European

in command. This European could take command of Kitwyi and the ‘adja-

eent country together with Mumoni. By the erection of thia station &

with Machakos and the existing posts in Mala shd Ngoleni we could al-

moat control the whole coast traffic in this part of the tarritory.

On the 27th ult., wa left Kitwyi on our return to Ulu. Ten young

men from Nengia Accompanied us, with the intention of going on to

Machakos to ses ths fort. The road lay 8 W to the Tiva River. Por

about Pive miles from Simba's we found the country populated and

cultivated. Por another mile further on it was cultivated only and

then for 52 miles to the Tiva River the road lay through thiek bush

over & fairly level country. The fiva here is about thirty yards
wide bus_iq-dr;.

Watsr, howsver, can be obtuined by digging about a

00t in the sandy bed. The slsvatio | of the Tiva River camp is 3,460
foot ap . . gt B




miles brought us to the mscent of the Athi escarpment, and hors agai
wa were amongat cultivation and population. This distriet is called
Yata. We passed through a thieckly populated and extensively ecultivat-
ad district to the Athil River. The country is a very pretty one. _
Nearly three miles from the Athi escarpment we conmenced a !U“c“"'ﬁzi
to the Athi River, and this descent continues for nearly .‘.‘)i‘-m.i l.t‘uss
which makes the distance from the Tiva to the Athi about 13} hiles.
The Athi at this point i2 some Fifty vards wide with 3/4 feet of
water and presents the appearance of a well used ford. In Yata we
aaw very little cattle until we got close to the Athi.

The whole country is fairly well favoured with timber and gives
ona tha idea of recant occupation, indeed I understand from the
natives that within recent times all Yata was inhabited by Masai: but
now there is certainly a very large population of Wakamba who have
come over from the Ulu side.

From what I learned we were the first Europeans who, as far as
the Natives knew, had ever passed through their country. The people
here shawed svery confidence by eoming on to the road and into cAmp.
The elavation of this camp is 3360 ft. above sea level and is about
25 miles from Nengia (Kitwyi). We laft the Athi River Camp on the
29th ult, and proceeded in a wvestarly direction towards Givouni, whid
Flase we duly reached after about a 12 mile march. Tha road was a

interancted
Very rough one. It is #nhwbited by numerous water courses, most of
¥hich are now dry, but there is plenty of water on the route. The
vhols of the country passed through is thickly populated. Upon arpiv-
al at Givouni I explained to the Wazee the reason why the Wazee of
Kitwyl had mccompanied me, and they agreesd to hand over the eattle.

Thie was done the same svenirg and the next day the Wazeo of
Kitwyi left for their homes with the cattle. Several Wazee of the
Glvouns ‘losality eame into camp with sheep as pressnta. Givouni and
the mmm&m ‘wary riech in eattle. There is
on as in other pn-u of the dist-
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] q 3 lanvala after scovering neariy agvantoe
; rpached the camp at Manya
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F 2 ] Givouni is moderately
miles. The aountry for about 2 miles beyond G

are large gquantities of acows and goats. The Wazog

cultivated. There

f Manyala who are st111 friends sent us in a lot of flour as food
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for the men and sending sheep for our own ust. - Ed’ ; ‘

The height of Manyala Camp above sea level 1is 4,360 ft. All the \
country from the Athi to Machakos is very well supplied with water.

on the 31st ult: we shifted camp some two milas further along

the road to Iyani (Manyala) and here we held a *ghauri” with various

Wazee, They sent us in further presents of flour, and 12 loads, some

gheep and & bulloek. At this point Mwata and his people left us and
proceeded to Mala.

This point is about 56 miles from Nengia (Kitwyi).

On the 1lst inst: we laft Manyala on our way to Machakoa and
passed through Nga into Gani reaching Machakos at 1l a.m., the dist=-
ance from Iyani being about 12 miles which makes the distance from
Kitwyl via Givouni and Manyala about 68 miles.

The whola of the country from Yata to Machakos is thickly populat-
ed, and except in one or two loecalities is fairly eultivated, and
right from the Athi to this atation it appears to be very rieh in
eattle. After leaving the country between the Athi River and Givouni
trees become A rarity instead of an abundancea as in the country be-
tween Kitwyi and the Athi.

The foregoing is a report on my late trip and I trust that what

| I have done will meet with your approval, and that the result will be

L of some interest to the Directors.

I encleose & traverse of the route showing roughly the various

Positions and I trust it will be found fairly correet. On its con-

struction all angles have been taken by the Prismatie Compass, all

- | |
bearings are magnetic and the distance is taken by pacing and a wateh.

 The base marked off was Mala, and the scale used was 5 statute
m‘m : e "lﬂq-ﬂlﬂnm- Al paas oo
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th Administrator, Mombasd.
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Sir,
- i «ra tract of country sald

— ¢ s East of Ulu is a larges

Kitwyl:i= to the

a mac wer elevation
to be as large a8 the Ulu esouniry - it has a mach lower j - t

is mueh hotter. The country lies between

than Ulu and eonsaguantly oy
and all its rivera drain into tfli_T}}Hﬂa.ss 1

the Athi and Thana Rivers,

i ame i hi art 48 in
The people, the production &c. are much the same in this pari

Ulu, and both are large cattle countries. Like all Wﬂkmmhg:tnc peo-

ple are keen Traders. Kitwyi is on the main road to Mumoni,- = =
Meranga (Kikuyu) Thaka and the Likipia country.

There arettwo routes from the Coast to Kitwyi, one via Kibwezi
and then N.E., and one which strikes nearly East from Nmawi; I should
say that the one via Kibwezi i3 the nearest.

1 should estimate the eountry as being thickly populated and
eultivated; the Climate although hotter than Ulu, is, I should say,
fairly healthy - the average altitude would be from 3,500 to 4,000 ft
above sea level.

Many of the Ulu peoples were not on good terms with Kitwyi and
the Kiseini people (Kiseini is North of Kitwyi and East of the Athi
river), often raid in Male and Kitwyi as also Givouni and Kitwyi
vere up to lately enemies, but I am pleased to say that our interven-
tion has done away with that state of things. Mumoni, Thaka and
Meranga (in Kikuyu) and Nzawi are all friends of the Kitwyi peopls,

Since the occupation of Ulu by the Co'y, Kitwyi has been the

Principal rendez-vous for Slave Traders in this part of the territory.

o
0
" i ur late expedition there and the fortunate capture of seme Swahilim
slavewTraders red-handed in their business will, I feel sure, have a
W Bood effect in Kitwyi, but, in my opinion, it is urgently neeessary
' t
- hat the country be occupied, and be administered by nearer means
1

than Machakos.



Pndspendent of the above mentioned traffiec thers is a very fair

de in Cattle &e¢, in the country, and many Swahilis are at times
trade in C 8 &= vl

i-resident in the country; many ¥Waliriama Traders also come into
semi-re an . s

this country and Mumoni to buy cattle and ivory, and at times many

Kitwyi people go down to Giriama and Mombasa to trade. 2. 56 6

Another important matter is as followa:= In Meranga there ars

great many unfortunate Masai women slavesg of ths Fatltuy:; many of
the Swahili Traders coming through Meranga from Earingo, Kavirondo

#¢. buy & lot of these women cheap, the Swahilias ther

where they sell some of these womsn for cattls

party to Mumoni with their cattls to buy ivory. I understand that

the Kitwyi people will not undertake the risk of taking eattle to
Kikuyu to buy wemen, while on the other hand the Wa¥ikuyu will -edeied

not risk bringing the women into Kitwyi, and sc ths

Bwahili is the

middle man. - To econtrol all this 1t is very necessary that an

European officer should be resident in the ecuntry.

The foregoing, together ¥ith the fuller report dated 6 of Peb:

will, I trust, give you sufficient information sbout Kitwyi and the

intervening country.

Personally I am very well pleased with the result of my visit.

I found the Pecples very friendly, and very anxious that &n European

should eome and resids Amongst them. On my return ssveral young
fellows accompanied us to Machakos, mainly to see the station, &e.

I inelose herewith & Chart of the route shewing Kitwyi and Ulu,
ind also some Photographs of places on the road, togethsr with

Protos of Machakos Station finterior and exterior) and I trust thst

a




